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From 19 September to 13 December 2020, the Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati in Lugano
will present a new exhibition entitled What's New consisting of recently acquired works by
established artists alongside works by up-and-coming young stars of the international art scene.

The exhibition narrative takes in paintings, drawings, sculptures and photographs, offering an exemplary
comparison of different expressive languages and poetics. The aim is to highlight the fundamental
dialogue between the historical avant-garde movements of the early 20th century and contemporary art,
in a sort of immersive journey spanning over a century, punctuated by surprising in-depth studies. The 34
works on display are arranged in various separate chapters, from line and medium in abstract art to an
investigation of light and colour in the works of Franz West and Rudolf Stingel, and a tribute to Jimmie
Durham, who was awarded a Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the 2019 Venice Biennale.

An important section is also dedicated to war, a central theme of 20th-century history. In the first room,
visitors are greeted by Empreintes de pinceau n. 50, painted in 1989 by Ticino artist Niele Toroni (b.
1937), one of the leading exponents of European Minimalism, juxtaposed with the monochromatic works
Baked in silence (1960-61) by Piero Dorazio (1927-2005) and Avant-testo 12-1-99 (1999) by Irma
Blank (b. 1934), in a close dialogue between line and script. On the opposite wall, the Mexican artist
Gabriel Orozco (b. 1962) skilfully combines medium, form and colour, following a system of
predetermined rules that are as systematic as they are unknown to us viewers. Indeed, while different in
formal terms, the canvas entitled Samurai Tree 17H (2008) and the Tre sfere (2003) polyurethane foam
sculptures effectively illustrate his unique conceptualism and the enigmatic rigour with which he
formulates his visual universe. In the next room, the painted anthropomorphic yet abstract papier-maché
sculpture Untitled (2011) by Austrian artist Franz West (1947-2012) follows on seamlessly from the
bright colours of the 2012 painting Untitled by Rudolf Stingel (b. 1956), who was the subject of an
important anthological exhibition at the Beyeler Foundation in Basle last year. Both artists, who share a
northern European cultural background, stand out for the absolute freedom with which they reinterpret
and update the very concepts of sculpture and painting formulated by the historical avant-garde
movements. The exhibition path continues with a group of four works by Danish artist Henrik Olesen (b.
1967), a leading international figure in art probing social themes, as testified by the two large black-and-
white portraits entitled A.T. (2019) of English mathematician Alan Turing (1912-54), considered the
father of computer science, who was persecuted for his homosexuality despite his brilliant career and his
contribution to the nation. In the following section, prominent space is devoted to the work of Jimmie
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Durham (b. 1940), an American artist belonging to a Cherokee community and engaged in politics and
civil rights. The sculpture entitled Aazaard (2018) is a good example of his work: an assemblage of bones,
plastic and car parts, where the combination of everyday objects and organic materials prompts reflection
aimed at undermining the fundamental symbols of the Western way of life. The final room houses a
dialogue between works that masterfully question the theme of suffering. The dramatic story of the First
World War is evoked in the extraordinary War series of 14 lithographic plates made by Natalia
Goncharova (1881-1962) in 1914, and in the famous ‘words in freedom” Parolibera (Irredentismo) by
Filippo Tommaso Marinetti (1876-1944) from the same year. This historical section also features
works by contemporary artists from different generations and countries, who have also probed the
condition of suffering. The atrocities of the Nazi extermination camps are documented in Lager (1972) by
Fausto Melotti (1901-86) and Self-Portrait (1970) by Zoran Musi¢ (1909-2005). These works are
followed by a large photograph entitled Seeking Martyrdom Variation #1 (1995) in which the gaze of
Iranian artist Shirin Neshat (b. 1957) is fixed on Middle Eastern society and particularly the complex
issue of the condition of women, while the sculpture entitled A Bigger Splash (2009) by Palestinian artist
Mona Hatoum (b. 1952), and Silueta Works in lowa (1976-78) by Cuban artist Ana Mendieta (1948-
85), although very different in terms of style and their unique expressive approaches, both explore the
artists’ personal experience as exiles to explore such themes as violence and the body's vulnerability.

Along with the opening of the new exhibit to the public, the Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati
presents itself with a new identity and website - www.collezioneolgiati.ch

List of Artists

Stefano Arienti / Francesco Arena / Gabriele Basilico / Irma Blank / Huma Bhabha / Piero Dorazio /
Jimmie Durham / Natalia Goncharova / Wade Guyton / Mona Hatoum / Luisa Lambri / Francesco Lo
Savio / Filippo Tommaso Marinetti / Ana Mendieta / Zoran Musi¢ / Henrik Olesen / Gabriel Orozco /
Damian Ortega / Shirin Neshat / Alessandro Piangiamore / Nathlie Provosty /Gerhard Richter / Pietro
Roccasalva / Remo Salvadori /Rudolf Stingel / Niele Toroni / Andro Wekua / Franz West

Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati

The Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati, open to the public in the exhibition venue next to the LAC
cultural centre, displays over 200 important artworks, selected according to different criteria on the basis
of its presentation. It is one of the most important collections of Italian art from the early 20th century to
the present day, the Nouveaux Réalistes and the international contemporary art. It is presented twice a
year, always with different layouts and accompanied by temporary exhibitions focusing on the work of
artists featured in the collection. Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati believe that the City of Lugano, with MASI,
could become the natural heir to the collection. Consequently, the collection has been granted in trust to
the city of Lugano since 2012. In 2018, the two collectors donated 76 works to MASI, further
strengthening their ties to the city's museum, in keeping with the Swiss museum tradition in which public
institutions and private collectors have always had a close relationship.


http://www.collezioneolgiati.ch/
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Information

Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati
Lungolago Riva Caccia 1, 6900 Lugano
+41(0)91 81567973
info@collezioneolgiati.ch
www.collezioneolgiati.ch | www.masilugano.ch

Opening hours:
Friday—Sunday 11:00 — 18:00 hrs

Free admission
Cultural Mediation

+41 (0)58 866 42 30
lac.edu@lugano.ch

Press Contact Information

MASI — Museo d'arte della Svizzera italiana
Head of Communication

Stefan Hottinger-Behmer

+41(0)91 815 7962

comunicazione@masilugano.ch

For Switzerland

NEUTRAL
Wasserwekstrasse 129
8037 Zrich
yes@neutral.plus

For ltaly

ddl+ Battage

Alessandra de Antonellis

+39 339 3637388
alessandra.deantonellis@ddlstudio.net
Margherita Baleni

+39 347 4452374
margherita.baleni@battage.net
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Press images

01. = = =
Niele Toroni = = = = =
Empreintes de pinceau no 50 répétées a intervalles regulieres
de 30cm

1989 R
Acrylic on canvas s = = = = =
250 x 170 cm « = = D=

02.

Franz West

Untitled

2011

Papier-méaché, card, acrylic lacquer and steel
260 x 170 cm

03.

Andro Wekua

Untitled

2016-17

Oil and pastel on canvas
455 x 40 x 3.7 cm
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04.

Ana Mendieta

Silueta Works in lowa

1976-78

Chromogenic print on AGFA paper
50.8 x 40.6 cm

Edition 9/20

05.

Henrik Olesen

AT

2019

Inkjet print on paper
141 x99.5 cm
Edition 1/3 + 1 pd.a.

06.

Henrik Olesen

Untitled

2019

Silkscreen on wood, acrylic, lacquer, prints on paper
31.5x38x325cm

07.

Shirin Neshat

Seeking Martyrdom Variation #1

1995

Gelatin silver print and ink, photographed by Cynthia Preston
165 x 102 cm

Edition 1/3
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08.

Stefano Arienti

Macchia verde

2019

Digital print on micro-chenille 210 x 154 cm
Photographed by Agostino Osio

09.

Natalia Goncharova

War, from the Mystical Images of War series
Moscow, 1914

Lithograph

35x 25 cm

Donated by The Judith Rothschild Foundation, 2001

10.

Natalia Goncharova

War, from the Mystical Images of War series
Moscow, 1914

Lithograph

32x25cm

Donated by The Judith Rothschild Foundation, 2001
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11.

Natalia Goncharova

War, from the Mystical Images of War series
Moscow, 1914

Lithograph

32x25cm

Donated by The Judith Rothschild Foundation, 2001

12.

Jimmie Durham

Aazaard

2018

Animal bones, acrylic paint, car parts
41 x 169 x 136 cm
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